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SUBJECT: Guidance for the Investigation of Fraud, Waste, and Abuse Involving the
Use of Purchase Cards and Travel Cards

In accordance with recommendations of the Department of Defense Charge Card Task
Force final report issued June 27, 2002, the following guidance is effective immediately and will
remain in effect until included in a DoD issuance. ’

In its final report, the Task Force recommended that the Inspector General of the
Department of Defense issue guidance regarding the notification of supervisors and security
managers when a purchase card or travel card holder comes under investigation for misconduct
associated with the use of charge cards.

When a Defense Criminal Investigative Organization or Department of Defense
organizational element responsible for investigating potential misconduct involving the travel or
purchase card initiates an investigation into allcgations of fraud, misuse, or abuse of authority
regarding a purchase card or a travel card, the cardholder’s commander or second-line
supervisor, as appropriate, and security manager shall be notified. Wherever possible, this
notification shall take place within 72 hours of the initiation. The term “commander” means a
commissioned or warrant officer who, by virtue of rank and assignment, exercises primary
command authority over a military organization or prescribed territorial area that under pertinent
official directives is recognized as a "command."”

Components should incorporate thig\guidance into their respective regulations/directives.

cC:

Acting Director, Defense Criminal Investigative Service
Commander, US Army Criminal Investigation Command
Director, Naval Criminal Investigative Service
Commander, Air Force Qffice of Special Investigations



